Running head: BIG DIG- ZAKIM BRIDGE
BIG DIG- ZAKIM BRIDGE                                                                                                      1







Big Dig- Zakim Bridge
Name
Institution
Date

Big Dig- Zakim Bridge
Boston began working to construct an infrastructural renovation, which was known as Big Dig. The primary goal for the construction of Big Dig was aimed towards updating transportation systems for the city to make it safer, environmentally friendly, and effective (Flint, 2015). Besides, large parts of this construction included replacing bridges that were outdated to aid transportation for all modes of transport. An excellent example of a bridge that was to be demolished was the Charlestown High Bridge, and as such, there was the need for a new bridge. The new bridge to be constructed was to be named Zakim Bridge, and it was meant to be modern, bold, and iconic, which provided the city with a unique addition. 
Structurally, the Zakim Bridge was wide, such that it had ten lanes, making it become one of the widest cable-stayed bridges in the globe. On the same note, the bridge is arguably the first ever hybrid cable-stayed bridge that America has ever had. In other words, the bridge is constructed with the use of steel as well as durable construction to improve its stability. After completion, the bridge was opened in 2013, and since it has become the backbone of infrastructure and transportation (Wallack, 2015).
 Notably, the Zakim Bridge holds a lot of symbolism in the United States. The two y-shaped towers that are outside are meant to signify the location of where main battles for the American Revolution occurred. Again, the cables in the bridge are vital, for they remind Americans of the essence of Boston as a centre for shipbuilding in the entire history of America as well as the nod to the constitution (Flint, 2015). Although the project has improved transportation, it was faced with challenges upon its construction. Financial, engineering, and environmental obstacles derailed the process of development, considering the land was being reclaimed.
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